The Inverted Pyramid: Redrawn for the Digital Age 
Print journalists are back in the breaking news business, and expected to file micro-burst of news, and updates, on a 24/7 clock.

An updated inverted pyramid form can be the blueprint of choice for fast, accurate, in-context posting of news in a matter of minutes, not hours.  It relies on the style and skills of traditional breaking news reports that placed an emphasis on speed, priority and synthesis of information. Writing is direct, active and clear.

But it adds the crucial element of meaning. Rather than just a prioritized listing of facts or information, it summarizes the significance of those facts for the reader.

The inverted pyramid, repurposed and redrawn for 21st century news needs, has three main elements: 

· The lead. (What happened) 

· A so-what summary nut. Go immediately from the quick news-burst (what happened or is happening) to the meaning or significance of the news. Include direct statements that summarize:

·  Impact (who is affected)

·  Scope (how big is the impact or event)

· Consequence (what is the likely result or significance of the news)

· Context (where did the news come from, or what is it linked to)

· Spin-forward (where is the story going, what is likely to happen next, what are the unanswered questions)

· More facts, in order of importance. Include essential details and attribution.   

Elegant writing for breaking news on the Web is defined by 


PRIORITY (focused/ clear synthesis of most important imformation)

CLARITY (direct and precise)

EFFICIENCY (easy to follow, read and comprehend)

BREVITY (short bits of related information that can be read quickly)

COMMON SENSE (logical order of information/ anticipates reader needs)
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